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FF Keith Thomas 

Richard Byrd 
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Patches Wanted 

The COFM is still col-

lecting patches from 

departments in Dela-

ware, Fairfield, Franklin, 

Licking, Madison, Picka-

way or Union counties 

for our front wall.  Con-

tact us at 614-464-4004. 

Office: 614-464-4099    Gift Shop: 464-4004    Email: cofmuseum@aol.com 

The fire museum suffered substantial damage on Easter Sunday night when a motorist 

drove through one of the front bay doors and crashed into the gift shop counter. Ac-

cording to local news and police reports, one person drove through the door at 11:19 

p.m.  on Sunday, April 16th. The south bay door and a portion of the gift shop counter 

were destroyed on impact. The driver fled the scene, leaving his car in which police 

found a crack pipe, Molotov cocktail and several 

shotgun shells.   Also damaged was the Ford Model 

T fire truck which sustained a hole in the radiator 

and several dents and scratches. Many items in the 

gift shop were broken. Museum staff and several 

volunteers worked through the week to inventory 

damaged items, sweep up broken glass and put 

things back together. The bay door and counter 

are still in need of repair, but thanks to the hard 

work of our staff and volunteers, the museum was 

able to open for business the following Friday. 

Unwelcome Visitor 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To Preserve Engine House No. 16 

To preserve and teach the history of American fire fighting 

To teach year-round fire prevention to the children and citizens 

of central Ohio 

 

Check out our Face-

book page! 

Read our reviews at 

TripAdvisor.com 

 

Unwelcome Visitor (continued) 

Above left, the 1915 Ford Model T was damaged by flying debris. It sustained numerous scratches and dents, including a 

hole in the radiator. Above center, despite taking a direct hit from the car, the gift shop was restored to  temporary 

working status in just four days. Above right, our “new” temporary front bay door. 

In recognizing our volunteers, we’d like to extend our sincere gratitude and appreciation to Jim Pritsel.  Jim has been 

with us since the day we opened in 2001. After serving 28 years with Columbus Division of Fire, Jim retired as a Lieu-

tenant in 1998.  While volunteering with us, he proudly shares the history of the fire service with our guests, shares a 

few of his personal fire department experiences and of course, talks about the importance of fire safety in the home.    

 Jim’s no stranger to the fire service.  He is number seven out of eight in his family that has served on Columbus Fire.  

His grandfather entered in during the horse drawn era in 1910 and his son, Chip is still an active firefighter.    

During down time, Jim has been known to share his knowledge of the operation of an old fire hydrant, chemical tank 

or anything else fire related. Occasionally he’ll strum through our CFD history books and tell stories of those firefight-

ers pictured.  It’s amazing how he remembers not just runs he’s been on but he also can tell you pieces of equipment 

and personnel that were there too! We’re fortunate to have him in our fire museum family.  

Thank you so much Jim for all you do and we hope you continue to come around! 

We would like to thank Grandview Heights Fire Medic Josh Harris for his two plus years of service to the fire muse-

um. Josh worked two unit days at the museum and was responsible for a large number of positive reviews on TripAdvi-

sor and Facebook. His background with horses highlighted our horse drawn steam fire engine.  Good luck Josh! 

Filling Josh’s size 11 cowboy boots is fire fighter Tony Criss who comes to us from Genoa Township and Westerville 

Fire. Tony has been with us since March and is here on two unit days. He will be giving tours and teaching fire safety 

education classes. Welcome Tony! 

Volunteers and Staff 
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2017 Unit Day Pocket Calendars Now Available 

Calendar $5 

Plastic cover $1 

Call the museum at 614-464-4099 to place an order for mail or pick-up  

Fundraising Notes 

Shop at Amazon.com? Your 

next purchase could benefit the 

fire museum. 

Smile.Amazon.com is an off-

shoot of the big online retailer. 

You get the same prices and 

deals as Amazon.com and 0.5% 

of your purchase price is do-

nated to the registered charity 

of your choice. For your next 

online purchase simply go to 

Smile.Amazon.com  and select 

the Central Ohio Fire Museum 

as your charity. Thank you and 

happy shopping! 

Did you know you can sup-

port the museum by grocery 

shopping? If you are not al-

ready supporting another or-

ganization, please consider 

registering your Kroger Plus 

Card at http://

krogercommunityrewards.com 

to help support the Fire Muse-

um. Our registration number 

is 90566. Thanks! 

 

Enjoy a fun filled day with some-

thing for “kids” of all ages. Come 

see displays of antique fire appa-

ratus ranging from hand drawn 

hose carts to horse drawn steam-

ers to motorized fire engines 

large and small. There is also a 

large fire collectible flea market. 

The muster is rain or shine with 

ample free parking. Food and 

beverage concessions and re-

stroom facilities are available on 

the grounds. The muster is spon-

sored by The Central Ohio An-

tique Fire Apparatus Association, 

June 24, 2017 

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

The Ohio Fire Academy 

8895 East Main Street 

Reynoldsburg, OH 

Things to Do 

Firefighters on the Move 

Congratulations to State Fire Marshal Larry Flowers on 

his recent retirement. Marshal Flowers was appointed 

Ohio’s 37th State Fire Marshal in April 2011. He began 

his career as a volunteer firefighter in 1970 and served 

with Kirkersville (West Licking), Sharon Twp. 

(Worthington) and Madison Twp. Fire departments. He 

was chief of Madison Twp. from 1978 to 2000 and also 

served as a State Representative from the 19th and 24th 

Ohio House Districts.  

 Museum Director Bill 

Hall talks about the 

history of the fire ser-

vice to Columbus Fire 

recruits on their re-

cent visit to the muse-

um. We wish them 

good luck on their new 

careers! 



YES, I want to be a friend of the Fire Museum 

 

Name________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________ 

Email________________________________________________________ 

1 Year Family $52_____ 

Annual membership includes unlimited access during regular museum hours, 10% 

discount in our gift shop and invitations to special events. 

Annual memberships to the Central Ohio 

Fire Museum are used to support muse-

um improvements. Your gift is tax-

deductible. Please make checks payable 

to: 

Central Ohio Fire Museum 

260 North Fourth Street 

Columbus, OH 43215 

 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Children $4 Seniors $5 Adults $6 

Group tours by appointment 
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The Westerville Division of Fire was established on November 27, 1860 through 

Ordinance #6 designating members of the department as the Franklin Fire Guards 

of Westerville. From 1860 into the 1960’s the department was authorized for 25 

members.  A fire station was built within the town hall in 1875 on Main Street.  A 

water tower, cisterns and hydrants were constructed in the years after.   

Currently the Westerville Division of Fire employs 86 full time and 20 part time 

personnel. They staff one engine/rescue, two engines, one ladder, two ALS medics, 

one BLS squad, a Battalion Chief, a Haz-Mat vehicle and a 1950 Seagrave parade 

truck. The division operates out of three stations and is comprised of Fire and EMS 

Operations, the Fire Prevention Bureau and Administrative Staff.   

Bell Tower Spotlight: Westerville Division of Fire 

Members of Box 15 

recently donated a 

scale replica of a Sut-

phen fire engine, 

CFD engine #16 to 

the museum. The 

museum was home 

to the original Engine 

#16 in 1919. 

Box 15 Donates Museum Grade Model to COFM 


