
Central Ohio 

Fire Museum & Learning Center 

260 North 4th St., Columbus, OH 43215 

The Bell Tower 
Winter 2016 

Staff and Volunteers 

Ret. FF William Hall 

Jim Henderson 

Susan Hudak 

Capt. Michael Shimko 

Fire Medic Josh Harris 

Lt. Jason Strohmeyer 

Ret. FF John Bergman 

Ret. Lt. Jim Pritsel 

Thomas Shimko 

Ret. Capt. George Hudak 

Richard Byrd 

Cheri Weiler 

Jackilyn Hiss 

Ret. FF Greg Belcher 

Barry Bates 

Ret. FF Bill Guerard 

FF Keith Thomas 

Patches Wanted 

The COFM is still col-

lecting patches from 

departments in Dela-

ware, Fairfield, Franklin, 

Licking, Madison, Picka-

way or Union counties 

for our front wall.  Con-

tact us at 614-464-4004. 

Office: 614-464-4099    Gift Shop: 464-4004    Email: cofmuseum@aol.com 

All visitors to the Fire Museum are made to feel at 

home by getting a personal guided tour, beginning with 

the history of the fire service.  There are lots of fire 

trucks and artifacts.  Then of course we have the pop-

ular Future Firefighter Academy; a play area for kids of 

all ages to gear up, slide a pole and jump in a truck to 

race to that working fire!   If somebody needs a little 

quiet time between runs they can relax in our kids’ 

library.   

These are the things you’d expect from a fire museum.  

But did you know that we have one of the largest full 

time fire safety education programs in the nation?   

Continued on Page 3 

Tressa and Mattie Gail Woolever of Dela-

ware enjoy some of the books donated by 

the Friends of Columbus Public Library in 

our new reading area. 

More Than Just a Museum 

Fire safety education for the public is OUR priority. We 

offer fire safety classes at all levels from preschoolers 

to senior citizens. Scout groups, teachers, home school parents, day care centers and 

families are just a few of the many visitors who take advantage of our safety programs. 

Even Columbus recruit firefighters are taught the importance of their role in teaching 

fire safety and fire prevention in addition to fighting fires. We take pride in sharing and 

demonstrating fire safety information  to all visitors that walk through our doors.   Here 

are a few examples of our hands-on, informative and interactive programs: 

9-1-1 Simulator - This is available to visitors of all ages. We discuss that the phone 

number 9-1-1 is for emergencies only, what constitutes an emergency and what infor-

mation the dispatcher will need. We also cover calling 9-1-1 from a cell phone which 

presents different challenges on finding your location.  A practice call may be made on 

our simulator to let visitors experience an actual interaction with a 9-1-1 dispatcher.  

Burned Items Display – Displayed are various burned and melted items retrieved 

from house fires.  We share two messages in this display. 

1.  The damage is not necessarily caused by the touch of actual flame, but by the intense 

heat of the fire and the soot of the smoke. 

2.  None of us is exempt from having a fire.  It can happen to any one of us as shown by 

the burned microwave that belonged to a museum staff member and the photo of a 

burned kitchen…the kitchen of a local fire department. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

To Preserve Engine House No. 16 

To preserve and teach the history of American fire fighting 

To teach year-round fire prevention to the children and citizens 

of central Ohio 

 

The museum recently had three visitors from Sochi Russia, firefighter Khalilov 

Eduarol, his wife Evgeniya and daughter Polina. They had learned about our 

Fire Museum and made a stop in Columbus for the sole purpose of visiting us. 

They were especially interested in fire prevention and told us the fire prevention 

concepts we are promoting in the museum are unheard of in Russia. Also they 

said there are a large number of fatalities from fire and many of the safety codes 

we have (enclosed staircases for example) they do not have.  The family went 

home with souvenirs and one of our escape ladders. We wished them a safe trip 

home and we hope for another visit in the future. 

Volunteer Recognition this issue of The Bell Tower definitely goes to Cheri 

Weiler.  Maybe you’ve heard of her?   Cheri and her husband, CFD Firefighter, 

Jack Weiler became involved with the museum in the very beginning, around 

1982.  As a team they donated many countless hours of planning and raising 

funds for our building’s restoration and eventual opening.  To raise money, 

Cheri and Jack organized dances, assisted in chili-cook offs and traveled to each 

and every Columbus firehouse to promote interest and of course… raise mon-

ey.   After Jack’s death in 1995, Cheri continued on as an ambassador of the 

museum.  Once we opened for business in 2001 Cheri became a full-time vol-

unteer in our gift shop.  Her fundraising didn’t stop here.  As she greeted and 

directed our guests, she was also organizing calendar sales, bachelor auctions 

and wine tastings. When visitors walked through our doors, they didn’t think 

they were going to buy anything from the gift shop.  Before their departure, 

Cheri had them convinced they needed a T-shirt, Christmas ornament, or Cor-

gi fire truck. She just wouldn’t give up! She is still constantly promoting the fire 

museum.  Cheri’s a semi-retired volunteer now, but she still works from home 

and she’s the first to call to offer assistance with any event we may have. We 

especially enjoy her personal touches to our holiday decorating! 

Cheri, we know you hold the museum close to your heart and we would like 

to say thank you from the bottom of ours.  

Check out our Face-

book page! 

Read our reviews at 

TripAdvisor.com 

 

Visitors and Volunteers 

Attention Central Ohio retired firefighters: Tired of the grey, cold weather 

that is Ohio this time of year? Break out of the winter blahs with a trip to the fire 

museum. There are always plenty of interesting exhibits and great stories to tell. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Cheri Weiler 
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2017 Unit Day Pocket Calendars Now Available 

Calendar $5 

Plastic cover $1 

Call the museum at 614-464-4099 to place an order for mail or pick-up  

Fundraising Notes 

Shop at Amazon.com? Your 

next purchase could benefit the 

fire museum. 

Smile.Amazon.com is an off-

shoot of the big online retailer. 

You get the same prices and 

deals as Amazon.com and 0.5% 

of your purchase price is do-

nated to the registered charity 

of your choice. For your next 

online purchase simply go to 

Smile.Amazon.com  and select 

the Central Ohio Fire Museum 

as your charity. Thank you and 

happy shopping! 

Did you know you can sup-

port the museum by grocery 

shopping? If you are not al-

ready supporting another or-

ganization, please consider 

registering your Kroger Plus 

Card at http://

krogercommunityrewards.com 

to help support the Fire Muse-

um. Our registration number 

is 90566. Thanks! 

 

Kitchen – In our kitchen are several examples of small fires and fire hazards that 

are common to households all over the United States.  We discuss and correct the 

many misconceptions on how to extinguish a pan or grease fire on top of the stove 

or an oven fire.  We share the steps that should be taken to extinguish this type of 

fire and demonstrate possible methods of extinguishing these fires AFTER 9-1-1 has 

been called.  

Safe Bedroom-Our most important lifesaving program.  This is the area where 

we educate everyone about an Escape Plan. With an Escape Plan in place your 

chances of surviving a house fire rise dramatically.  The primary steps are:   

1.  Have working smoke detectors 

2.  Know two ways out of every room in your home 

3.  Sleep with bedroom doors shut 

4.  Establish a meeting place in front of the home 

Our instructors demonstrate these steps and then everyone, (kids & adults) go into 

our room to practice what they have just learned.  While practicing, they have to 

decide which way will be the safest way to exit.   

Continued from Page 1 

COFM was featured on WSYX 

Channel 6’s Good Day Colum-

bus in January when feature re-

porter Cameron Fontana did live 

morning segments for “Cam 

Around Town”. He highlighted 

the history of the museum, fire 

safety education and practiced 

the Home Escape Plan. 

Once everyone has practiced, we proceed to two 

bedrooms where no escape plan has been devel-

oped.  These two rooms are exactly like our Safe 

Room except for one difference.  This home had 

no smoke detectors or Escape Plan.  In the first 

room you see the firefighter searching in the dark 

under the smoke for the victim on the bed.  The 

second room shows the devastating results after 

the fire has been put out and the victim removed. 



YES, I want to be a friend of the Fire Museum 

 

Name________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_________________________________________________ 

Email________________________________________________________ 

1 Year Family $52_____ 

Annual membership includes unlimited access during regular museum hours, 10% 

discount in our gift shop and invitations to special events. 

Annual memberships to the Central Ohio 

Fire Museum are used to support muse-

um improvements. Your gift is tax-

deductible. Please make checks payable 

to: 

Central Ohio Fire Museum 

260 North Fourth Street 

Columbus, OH 43215 

 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Children $4 Seniors $5 Adults $6 

Group tours by appointment 
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Thanks to the folks from Miller Roofing Contractors 

for fixing a leaky bell tower floor. Last winter ice and 

snow built up around the drain which was higher than the 

floor of the tower. Rodney and Anthony Miller, pictured 

here, raised the floor to drain level and applied a water-

proof sealant.  

The Madison Township Fire Department was founded in 1942 as a volunteer department. It joined together the 

Groveport, Canal Winchester, and Edgewater Park Volunteer Fire Departments that existed during that time. In 1985, 

Station 181 in Groveport was built. An additional station is currently in the planning stages. Future Station 183 will be 

built in 2017 and will be placed in the northern area of the township.  

 

The Madison Township Fire Department is lead by Fire Chief Robert Bates. It currently employs 45 full-time firefight-

ers, 16 part-time firefighters, as well as a full-time fire marshal and fire inspector. 

Bell Tower Spotlight: Madison Township Fire Department 

Around the Building 

Second Floor Update 

The committee recently met with architects from 

Schooley Caldwell to discuss goals and future plans while 

taking a tour to reacquaint themselves with the building. 

They are making a list of needed actions to start renova-

tions. 


